SAFETY ALERT
Lost Time - Rollover
February 1, 2019

Incident Summary
An experienced buncher operator was working on a
southern aspect with 54% slopes and approximately 6
inches of snow. The daytime temperature increased
to +2 degrees in the afternoon.
The buncher was working at the top of the slope
when the operator over extended to grab a tree. With
the now slippery snow conditions, the machine slid
sideways and then flopped onto its side.
The machine began to roll down the slope before
coming to a rest against a stand of trees, 163 metres
from the starting zone.
Badly shaken, the worker drove himself to the
hospital and was released that night with some cuts
and bruises.

Potential Hazards






Changing snow conditions during the day due
to temperature fluctuations.
Steep Slope Hazard Assessment plan not up to
date and did not match the current site
conditions.
Operator needs to identify changing
conditions and work with the supervisor to
make necessary changes to the steep slope
assessment plan.
Buncher was newer to this operator. New
equipment may handle differently than
equipment you are used to.

Preventative Actions

Safety Contacts



Follow up questions to ask:








Design site and logging plans that put the safety
of the operator first.
Maintain a “live” Steep Slope Hazard Assessment
plan. If conditions change, update the plan.
As an operator, if you notice that conditions are
changing, re-assess what you are doing and move
to a safer location to work.
New equipment may feel different than
equipment you are used to. Take the time to
become familiar with the way it handles before
tackling challenging terrain.
Do not overextend the boom of the machine.
Move to a safer location instead.
All workers have the right to refuse unsafe work.
Do not hesitate to say no if you are uncomfortable
with the work in front of you.

1. Do you have a Steep Slope Assessment Plan that
reflects the current site conditions that the
operator is working on?
2. What changes are required before you need to
consider updating your Steep Slope Assessment
Plan?
3. What right do workers have if they feel work is
unsafe or beyond their abilities?

For more information, contact Kori Vernier at kori.vernier@canfor.com

