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Context 

 
Mobile devices have matured considerably over the last few years and now represent a new medium to 
present and use mapping information that was traditionally only available on the desktop or as a static 
paper map. In-field access to mapping and other business documents, which historically may not have 
been spatially represented (including reports, legislation and other records), can increase productivity, 
enhance the quality of collected information, improve communication and foster collaboration.  
 
Since May 2012 GeoBC and Regional Geospatial Services staff have been collaboratively working as 
cross-ministry Mobile Research and Development team with the goals of researching, testing, evaluating 
and making recommendations for use of mobile devices for field staff within the Natural Resource 
Sector. 
 
This user guide is one of the products created by members of the provincial Mobile Research and 

Development team. 

Introduction 

This document contains quick easy steps to setup an iPad for the first time, plus recommendation and 

steps to use a number of office applications and field applications available as well as some basic 

information on cool functions iPad has to offer.  

 

 

 

 

Smithers Region GIS staff are currently exploring our potential to offer local support for mobile devices. 

We recognize the tremendous potential these tools have as a multi function office and field tool 

especially for collecting and viewing spatial information. This document as well as this training and 

information day is the first step in supporting mobile technologies for the Skeena Region. 
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THE BASICS 

Turning the iPad on for the first time. 

When you turn the iPad on for the first time ensure you have access to wireless internet (Wi Fi). The 

setup process involves several questions, some personal, to register the iPad with Apple as well as the 

creation of an Apple id in the form of an e-mail address and password. This Apple id and password is 

required for a number of functions with the iPad including: 

¶ Access to iCloud 

¶ Access to App Store 

¶ Messages 

¶ Face Time 

¶ Find my iPad or iPhone 

¶ Etc 

iCloud 

With the purchase of an iPad you are given 5GB of cloud space to store data and backup for your device. 

Your iPad will sync a number of data options to cloud and any other Apple devices you have 

automatically if these options are turned on. During the setup you will be asked specifics on what data 

you want to sync and these options can be changed and edited after setup. It is important to understand 

that your iPad will automatically sync to the cloud for any options that are turned on and this can use up 

a tremendous amount of data on a data plan on while roaming on cell service.  You can access the iPadΩs 

setting and configuration options by tapping the Settings icon.  

Below are my suggest settings: 

 

 

  

Anything on will automatically 

Backup to icloud 
¢ŀǇǇƛƴƎ ά{ǘƻǊŀƎŜ ϧ .ŀŎƪǳǇ ǘƻ 

check if Backup is on Find my iPad is handy if it is 

stolen or lost 
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App Store / iTunes / iBooks 

During the initial setup of an Apple device your App Store / iTunes / iBooks will want to default to the 

same id as your iCloud id. This is fine and recommended however you can change the App Store apple id 

to another one if needed. For example you may have a personal device and an Apple Id that you have 

already purchased Apps and Music on and may want to install these apps on your new iPad. To access or 

change ȅƻǳΩǊŜ App Store Apple id: 

1. Tap on App Store 

2. Tap Featured (Bottom Left) 

3. Scroll down to the bottom and you will see three tabs Sign In (or Apple ID if you are already 

signed in), Redeem and Send Gift 

4. Tapping on Sign in allows you to connect to an Existing Apple ID or create a new one. 

Note: I strongly advise not to save a company credit card with the App Store but to instead purchase 

iTunes cards as software is needed and redeem the value of the cards by entering in the code. 

 

 

  
¢ŀǇ ƻƴ άCŜŀǘǳǊŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ά{ƛƎƴ ƛƴέ 

Tap Redeem to enter an iTunes 

code 

Sign out to sign into the App 

Store with a different ID 
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Find My iPad or iPhone 

In the event that your iPad or iPhone is lost or stolen you can locate your device using your iCloud Apple 

ID. Using any computer or web browser browse to www.icloud.com  and enter in your Apple ID and 

Password. 

  

¢ƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ άŦƛƴŘ aȅ ƛtƘƻƴŜέ όǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜen dot will appear and move as the thief 

dashes down the street. 

  

http://www.icloud.com/











































































































